
THREESIXTY JOURNALISM ANNUAL REPORT 2011

In an era when most news organizations rely in-
creasingly on online delivery, ThreeSixty Journalism
has entered the world of print. Beginning in Septem-
ber 2010, the program began producing a quarterly
magazine delivered to high schools, libraries, and
youth organization throughout the Twin Cities. 

The print edition was inspired by teachers who
use work by ThreeSixty Journalism writers to en-
courage their students to read, write and think crit-
ically. Although the content was already available
on-line, teachers said a print version is easier to use
in the classroom and send home with teens.

Because the articles are produced by local teens
about topics of interest to their peers, teachers report
that they are a useful way to engage reluctant readers
and practice critical reading comprehension skills.
Other teachers use the magazine to foster class dis-
cussions and writing and to demonstrate what teen
writers can accomplish. The print edition has also
been an effective way to recruit students for Three-
Sixty Journalism programs.

The first issue of the quarterly print magazine
sent 1,500 copies to 40 locations. This year, more
than 11,500 copies are distrib-
uted to 200 middle schools,
high schools, public libraries
and youth organizations in the
Twin Cities metro and sur-
rounding areas. Magazines are
provided free of charge thanks to
donations from supporters and
partnerships with Finance &
Commerce, which donates the
printing, and the Star Tribune,
which delivers the magazine to
many schools.

We’re proud that our maga-
zine is a valuable resource for teachers - helping them
teach nonfiction, promote writing and foster discus-
sion. It also is a great way for the community to hear
teens’ perspective. 

The writers and artists love seeing their work in
print.  And they’ve found great satisfaction knowing
that their work is read by thousands of their peers.

“The magazine is highly engaging to high school stu-
dents and readable for a wide range of levels. In a
school like mine where kids don’t see a lot of success
and don’t see themselves as achievers, seeing their
peers published is a good role model.” 

–Shelly Thiessen, English Teacher
Lincoln International High School

Big readership gains for ThreeSixty Journalism magazine ThreeSixty Journalism
wins 11 awards in 
Minnesota college 
newspaper competition

The Minnesota News-
paper Association has given
ThreeSixty Journalism a
general excellence award for
its publications during the
2010-2011 school year. It
also presented 10 awards to
the program’s teens for indi-
vidual articles published by
ThreeSixty Journalism.

Although ThreeSixty
Journalism works with
high school students, the
MNA allowed it to com-
pete with newspapers at
colleges throughout Min-
nesota.

“We are honored and
delighted to have Three-
Sixty Journalism and our
students’ work recognized
in this way,” said Executive
Director Lynda McDonnell.

The individual winners
include Asma Adam and
Olivia Deans for business
stories, David Gustafson
and Kelly Schueler for
sports stories, Ty Heimerl
and Sabrina Kennelly  for
government/public affairs
stories, and Ariel Nash and
Grace Pastoor for social is-
sues stories. Grace Pastoor
and Mary Meehan also won
awards for human interest
stories.

The awards will be pre-
sented Jan. 26 at the MNA
convention in Bloomington. 

Frequency: Four times a year

Circulation: 11,500

Distribution Sites: 200 middle
schools, high schools, public 
libraries and youth 
organizations

Location: 63 cities in 14 counties
(which includes the Twin Cities
metro area)
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INSIDE:

Sinthia Turcios, a senior at Washburn High School in Minneapolis, and
Maya LeBeau, a senior at Central High School in St. Paul, are among
dozens of teens whose work has appeared in ThreeSixty Journalism’s
quarterly magazine.



Growing the Program

Back in 2001, with a
small three-year grant and
the charge to grow a two-
week teen journalism
camp into a year-round
program, I had no idea
whether the program
would survive to celebrate
its 10th birthday.  

Along with the St. Thomas journalism
faculty and the program’s board of advisers,
I started with a dream: We wanted to make
journalism as captivating to teen writers
from diverse backgrounds as it had been for
us. By helping teens tell stories that mat-
tered to them, we hoped to give all of them
important writing and critical thinking
skills. And we persuade some to pursue
media and communication careers.

In that, we have certainly succeeded.  Since

2001, more than 1,000 teens have completed
ThreeSixty Journalism programs. Dozens have
studied communications and journalism in
college. The program’s budget has tripled and
number of students served each year increased
from 15 a year to 150 today.

At least 11 alumni are working for
media organizations and communications
firms. Those who became teachers, engineers
and grad students tell us that the program
helped them write more clearly, think more
critically and care more about what’s hap-
pening in their community.

Equally important is the value of our
teen writers’ work to their peers. Teachers
and youth leaders in more than 200 schools
and organizations are using our quarterly
print magazine to educate, entertain and in-
spire their students. The articles, essays and
artwork by Minnesota teens about issues im-

portant to their peers have helped engage
students in reading, writing and reflection.

None of that could have happened with-
out the University of St. Thomas’ commit-
ment, our board’s leadership, the creativity
and hard work of the program’s tiny, mighty
staff, and all of those who have given money,
time and trust over the past decade. In this
publication, we profile a few volunteers,
donors, students, alumni and teachers. Hun-
dreds more of you deserve our thanks.

It’s impossible for any small non-profit
program to feel secure. Funding is year-to-
year and survival often seems as much an act
of faith as fortune. Our ambitions always out-
strip our resources. But we are deeply grateful
for the accomplishments of the past 10 years
and look forward to the challenges and op-
portunities ahead.

–Lynda McDonnell, executive director

Lynda McDonnell, 
executive director

How can I get involved in ThreeSixty
Journalism? When teens ask that question,
editor Annie Nelson offers a growing number
of options. There are summer camps, which
served 40 students from June through Au-
gust. Building on the experience and relation-
ships from the summer, many students go on
to work with ThreeSixty Journalism during
the school year.

In fall 2011, 28 teens joined the pro-
gram’s editorial board, the leadership group
that meets each month to plan and produce
articles, essays and content for ThreeSixty
Journalism’s website and magazine.

Four veteran reporters committed to com-
ing in once a week to work with Annie on
more complex stories. The senior reporter
position adds an opportunity for the most ex-
perienced teen journalists. Meanwhile, teens
who want a less intense commitment are en-
couraged to blog about issues of importance
to them and their peers. 

For teens who want to join the program
during the school year, Annie leads News
Team, an 8-week introduction to journalism
class offered at ThreeSixty Journalism’s office
in St. Paul and sometimes in satellite loca-
tions. Meeting weekly for two hours, teens
work through the steps required to produce
an article – from developing story ideas to in-

terviewing sources to writing first drafts.
Those who want to continue are invited to
join the editorial board.

All student work goes through a rigorous
editing process before it’s published. “We
give them a level of critique they’ve never ex-
perienced before,” said Annie. “It can be very
challenging at first but it rapidly advances
their writing ability if they stick with it.”

If a first draft is missing key information,
students have to go back for more. Annie ad-
vises teen writers to think carefully about the
points they’re making and to use stories and
scenes rather than rely on general statements.

Thanks to volunteer journalists, Three-
Sixty Journalism has also been able to partner
with high schools that seek to offer a journal-
ism experience to their
students.

Last spring, volun-
teers Margo Ashmore of
the Northeaster newspa-
per, Holly Wagner of
WCCO-TV and retired
journalists Bob Franklin
and Terry Wolkerstorfer –
introduced 60 freshmen
at Edison High School in
northeast Minneapolis to
journalism basics. 

This fall, Bob Franklin took those lessons
to Roosevelt High School in Minneapolis,
where he is helping teacher Rebecca Oberg
launch a school newspaper.
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ThreeSixty Journalism celebrates a decade of training storytellers at St. Thomas



ASMA ADAM
ThreeSixty Journalism 
senior reporter

Asma Adam, a high
school senior who is a
post-secondary student
at Concordia University in
St. Paul, first became in-
volved with ThreeSixty
Journalism as an Inter-
mediate Camp participant
in the summer of 2011.
She continues with the
program as a senior re-
porter, interviewing a So-
mali refugee about her
migration and tackling a
complicated story about
teen homelessness.

Looking ahead,
Asma plans on majoring
in biology, minoring in
chemistry and going to
medical school. Her
dream is to become a pe-
diatrician. She credits
ThreeSixty Journalism
with improving her writing
and confidence. Before
ThreeSixty Journalism,
she mostly stayed within
her circle and didn’t like
to talk to a lot of people.
But when she had to ap-
proach strangers to inter-
view them for a story, she
learned to break down
that barrier. 

Although she’s not
pursuing a career in jour-
nalism, becoming a
ThreeSixty Journalism
teen reporter has been
“one of the best ideas” of
her life. It’s a “great pro-
gram for anyone who is
interested in journalism or
wants to try it out.”

Student Demographics
(based on 127 students served in FY 2011)

Black or African immigrant (40%)

Latino (19%)

Asian (14%)

White (27%)

Minneapolis (59%)

St. Paul (13%)

Twin Cities suburbs (26%)

Greater Minn. (1%)

Female (62%)

Male (38%)

Ethnicity Location

Gender Income

Free and reduced lunch (68%)

Other (32%)

NATHAN
PALM
Alumnus

After his jun-
ior year at
Osseo Senior
High, Nathan
Palm attended a

ThreeSixty Journalism summer camp
and for the very first time, realized he

could combine his love of sports with
journalism. Nathan was inspired by
the hands-on, ThreeSixty Journalism
experience of “writing articles, work-
ing with professionals, and going
through multiple drafts of a story,” and
he left camp enthused about the
“valuable communication and social
media skills” he had gained. 

Today, Nathan studies Journalism
at the University of Wisconsin-Madi-

son, writes for the Badger Herald, pro-
duces two weekly sportscasts for the
student radio station, and covered the
Big Ten Championship game in Indi-
anapolis. 

As he pursues his passion for
broadcast journalism, Nathan remem-
bers ThreeSixty Journalism as a cru-
cial “stepping-stone” in his academic
growth, and credits the experience as
a valuable investment in his future. 
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LAURA LEE
Alumna

When 17-year-old
Laura Lee was admitted to
the ThreeSixty Journalism
summer camp (then the
Urban Journalism Work-
shop), it changed her life.
The summer camp in 2002
confirmed what she wanted
to do – become a journalist.

The program opened
many doors for Laura. The
graduate of Henry High
School in Minneapolis re-
ceived ThreeSixty Journal-
ism’s full-ride tuition to the
University of St. Thomas,
where she earned a degree
in broadcast journalism.
The degree helped jump-
start her career. While she
and husband Abe raised
the first of their three chil-
dren, Laura worked as a
reporter and anchor at the
University’s TV station and
interned at KARE-11 her
senior year.

Equipped with profes-
sional experience, a strong
academic foundation and
good contacts in the field,
Laura joined the production
team at KSTP after gradua-
tion. Two years later, she
became a reporter for
KAAL-TV in Rochester and
Austin, Minn.  This fall, she
was promoted to TV anchor.

Laura continues to stay
involved with ThreeSixty
Journalism – mentoring
students, helping at
fundraisers, promoting the
program and making dona-
tions. “It does phenomenal
things for students and
does make a difference in
their lives,” she said.

How has ThreeSixty Journalism 
had an impact in your life?

It has taught me to be observant
of what’s going on around me and
to be concerned about issues
greater than my own. Previously, I
was oblivious to economical, po-
litical and societal issues.

-Tiffany Trawick, class of 2009,
University of Minnesota

ThreeSixty Journalism has helped
me immensely with my writing
skills. Even though now I do sci-
entific writing, the journalism ex-
perience I learned at camp
applies. Writing for scientific jour-
nals requires writing that is con-
cise, logically ordered and
well-researched. 

-Chee Lee, class of 2004, 
technical writer

ThreeSixty Journalism encour-
aged me to think critically and ask
thoughtful questions. These are
skills I use every day in my work
now as an independent consultant
and when I was an aide to U.S.
Senator Al Franken. 

-Amy Hang, class of 2002, 
consultant

Improved writing skills

Provided a network of 
people who love journalism

The relationships from UJW, my
article that appeared in the Pio-
neer Press, and the broadcast
piece I worked on helped me land
into other journalism groups that
allowed me to continue learning
and growing. If it had not been for
UJW and people supporting me, I
may not be where I am today.

-Damon Maloney, 
class of 2001, TV reporter

Helped me get into college
ThreeSixty Journalism helped me
discover my passion for journal-
ism and communications. The
TheeSixty Journalism scholarship
has helped me turn my dream of
being the first in my family to at-
tend college into a reality.

-Tyanna Dickerson, 
class of 2010, freshman at the

University of St. Thomas

I wrote about the articles that I
wrote during camp and that got
published in the Pioneer Press
and Star Tribune in all of my col-
lege applications and got ac-
cepted into every school I applied
to.

-Zawadi Mbele, class of 2009,
sophomore at Augsburg College

Guided me in my 
journalism career
If it wasn’t for the experience, I
wouldn’t have received my posi-
tion as the only freshmen editor of
Drake Magazine and now as a
writer for Better Homes and Gar-
dens. I wouldn’t have matured into
the journalist I am today. 

-Matthew Smith, class of 2007,
Drake University, Better Homes

and Gardens magazine

When I was part of ThreeSixty
Journalism’s Editorial Board, we
were creating multimedia pack-
ages when it was only just becom-
ing relevant. Having that
experience when I was in high
school prepared me for journalism
school and internships.
-Alexandra Sifferlin, class of 2007

Northwestern University

Made me aware of
journalism’s impact
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A fall fundraiser fea-
turing a noted journalist
has become an important
part of ThreeSixty Jour-
nalism’s calendar.  

Along with celebrat-
ing great journalism and
raising funds to support
the program, it’s an occa-
sion where people from
politics and journalism, education and busi-
ness mingle and meet ThreeSixty Journalism
students and alumni.  

Isabel Wilkerson spoke to 220 guests at
ThreeSixty Journalism’s fundraiser on No-
vember 11, 2011 when the program also cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary at the
University of St. Thomas.  

Wilkerson, a Pulitzer-prize winning
journalist, spoke about her book – The
Warmth of Other Suns – which chronicles

the migration of six million southern blacks
to the North between World War I and
1970.  The book won the National Book
Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction.

Al McFarlane, editor-in-chief of Insight
News and president of McFarlane Media In-
terests, received the Widening the Circle
Award for his extraordinary contributions to
the next generation of journalists.

In honor of Wilkerson’s visit, ThreeSixty
Journalism students interviewed three

African-American elders
who journeyed from the
South to Minnesota.
Their stories and those of
four more recent immi-
grants are available at
www.threesixtyjournal-
ism.org/collection/migra-
tion.

Event sponsors in-
cluded Comcast, Internet Broadcasting,
Mall of America, Land O’Lakes, Best Buy,
Northwest Area Foundation, the Star Trib-
une and the St. Paul Pioneer Press.
Print4Change donated the printing of a
commemorative booklet.  We thank them
for this support.  We also thank board mem-
bers and all the volunteers who helped make
the event a success. The evening raised
$24,000 to support ThreeSixty Journalism
programs.  

Financial Report FY 2011
Revenue*

Contributions (131,200)

University of St. Thomas (25,000)

Sponsorships (12,500)

Earned income - includes tuition, 

advertising and proceeds from 

raffles and silent auction (17,600)

Total revenue $186,300

*Does not include the value of in-kind

donations ($80,000)

Program expenses (185,000)

Management and general (26,000)

Fundraising (20,000)

Total expenses ($231,000)

Expenses

Join Twin Cities journalists, ThreeSixty
Journalism students and supporters on
Wednesday, Feb. 29 at a leap year mixer at
Brit’s Pub in Minneapolis. 

We’ll have appetizers, a cash bar and  news
of what’s happening with the Twin Cities’
premier youth journalism program.   

When: Wednesday, Feb. 29 from 6–8:30
p.m., with a short program at 7 p.m.

Where: The Clubhouse upstairs at Brit’s Pub,
1110 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis

Cost: $25 in advance for appetizers and a cash bar 
$30 at the door
$20 for college students with IDs

Order your tickets by Feb. 22 by calling 
(651) 962-5225. Go to www.threesixtyjour-
nalism.com/calendar/midwintermixer2012
for more information.

Celebrate leap year with ThreeSixty Journalism
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Beginning balance $209,500

Total Revenue $186,300

Total Expenses $231,000

Year-end balance $164,800

Income Statement

Fall fundraiser succeeds



Individual donors to ThreeSixty
Journalism, July 1, 2010-June 30,
2011
David Aeikens   
Ann Akers   
Denise Alspach   
Amy Anderson   
Brent and Betsy Anderson   
Individual Anonymous Donor   
Sarah Arnquist   
Margo Ashmore   
Ann Bancroft   
Matthew Banker P
Dr. Angeline Barretta-Herman and 

Dr. W. Randolph Herman P
Maureen Bausch   
Annie Baxter   
David and Caroline Beal   
Brian and Jennifer Bellmont   
Emmanuel and Ashley Benites   
Angela and Thomas Benson   
James Bickal   
Michael and Mary Binkley   
Karen Boros P
Sara Boyd   
Micheal Brandt and Lindsay Turner, J.D.
Steven Brandt and Lynda McDonnell   
Dr. Robert Brown P
Michael Burbach   
Jennifer Burks   
Michael Caputa   
Emma Carew   
Linda and Edward Carew   
Michael and Ann Ciresi P
Hal and Terri Clemensen   
The Hon. Norman and Laurie 

Coleman   
Dr. Thomas and Cheryl Connery   
Glenda Crank Holste   
John Daenzer   
Rev. Dennis Dease P
W. T. Doar Jr.   
Duchesne Drew and Angela Davis 

Drew P
Aisha Eady   
Michael Fairbourne   
Wayne and Jie Fan   
Thomas Fladung and Jeanette Meyer 

Fladung P
Robert and Norma Jean Franklin   
Shane and Sara Frederick   
Michael Freeman   
Rhoda Fukushima   
Dina Gavrilos, Ph.D.   
Gary Gilson   
Dr. Kenneth and Harriet Goodpaster P
Ann and John Goodwin   
Jennie Gossett   
Peter Green   
Julie Griffin   
Phillip Haber, Psy.D.   
Mary Hale   
Ronald and Carol Handberg   
Shemeko Hang   

Paul Hannah   
Karen Heegaard   
Douglas and Karen Hennes P
Kathleen Hennessy and Michael Head   
Laurie Hestness   
Thomas and Libby Jo Horner P
Stanley and Karen Hubbard P
Wilson and Julie Hudson   
Peter Hutchinson and Karla Ekdahl P
Stephen Imholte   
Robert Ingrassia and Lida Poletz   
Barbara and James Iverson   
Lisa Janisch   
Dan Jasper   
Barbara Jeanetta   
Paul Jones   
Susie Jones   
Neal Justin   
Amy Kamenick and Nicholas Curran   
Patrick Kessler   
Michael Klingensmith   
The Hon. Amy Klobuchar   
Joel and Laurie Kramer   
Dr. Carol Lacey P
Lucinda Lamont   
Delta and Matt Larkey   
Steven LeBeau   
Hlee Lee   
Laura Lee   
Wendy Lee   
Rita Leifhelm P
Patrick Lewis   
Scott Libin   
Matt Liddy   
Thomas Lindner   
Rick Linsk   
Patricia Lopez Baden   
Susan Loyd   
G. Steven Lybrand P
R. Christopher Malecek   
Glen and Karen Maloney   
James and Martha McCartney   
John McCormick and Jacqueline Jessen   
Betty McDonnell P
Myron Medcalf   
Caroline Mehlhop   
Frederick Melo   
Patricia Miles P
Kay Miller   
James Mulder   
Esme Murphy   
Abby Myers   
Laura Mylan   
LaVelle Neal III   
Joann Nelson   
Roger Nelson   
Steve Nelson   
Dr. Mark Neuzil and Amy Kuebelbeck   
Mark Nicklawski P
David Nyberg   
Blois and Lou Ann Olson   
Glenn Olson   
David and Leeann Overman   
Gregory Page   

Dominic Papatola and Mary Jones   
Toni Randolph   
Lynn Remington   
Thomas Rosen   
Gail Rosenblum   
Michael and Delores Rowan P
Amelia Santaniello and Francis 

Vascellaro P
Maxwell Saucedo   
Mary and Eric Schubert   
Gerald and Susan Schwalbach P
Patrick Seeb   
Alfrida Shah   
Zachary and Angela Shannon   
Elena and Mark Sifferlin   
Mark Simonson   
Catherine Skaret   
Kevin Smith   
Marie Sorensen   
Neal and Karen St. Anthony   
Thomas Stangl   
Rachel Stassen-Berger   
Patricia Steger P
Gerard Stenger and Jeanine Joseph   
Douglas Stone   
Glen and L. K. Strand   
Leslie and Karen Suzukamo   
Dr. John Tauer   
Julie Tauer   
Anthony Thompson   
Michael Thornton and Lynn Casey   
Emily and Gedney Tuttle P
Rebecca Virden P
Holly Wagner   
Julie Wang   
William and Linda Wareham   
Amy and Keith Weaver   
Wendy Wehr   
Sven Wehrwein   
Paul Weier and Jennifer Schulz   
Jill Wildung-Schmidt   
Judith Willis   
J. Terrence and Susan Wolkerstorfer   
Dr. Wendy Wyatt   
Judith Yates Borger and John Borger   
Laura Yuen   
Mike Zipko and Amy Rudolph

*A P after a donor’s name indicates
membership in the University of 
St. Thomas President’s Club, a
group for donors who give $1,000
or more in a given year.

Corporate and foundation donors
to ThreeSixty Journalism, July 1,
2010-June 30, 2011
Associated Press   
Autobiography Inc   
Best Buy Children's Foundation   
Burdick-Craddick Family Foundation   
Carl & Eloise Pohlad Family 

Foundation   
CenterPoint Energy Minnegasco   

Thanks to donors in fiscal year July 2010-June 2011

LOU AND ALLAN
BURDICK
Donors

When Lou Burdick
began her work in public
relations, she noticed right
away that there were very
few minority graduates or
job candidates in the field.
Lou knew it was important
to bring diversity into Com-
munications—in order to
pick up on different threads
in the community and rep-
resent the entire popula-
tion—so when she learned
about ThreeSixty Journal-
ism (then the Urban Jour-
nalism Workshop), she was
ecstatic.

Lou and husband Allan
see ThreeSixty Journalism
as an important investment
in young people, and they
know that students will
“see returns in the stories
they produce but also in
the skills they will use their
entire lives”. 

Through Lou’s volun-
teer service on the Market-
ing Committee and the
generous support of the
Burdick-Craddick Family
Foundation—focused on
helping disadvantaged and
minority communities in
Hennepin County—Lou
and Allan Burdick show
their support for ThreeSixty
Journalism and the mis-
sion to bring new voices
into Journalism and Com-
munications. 
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CMGRP, Inc.   
Dow Jones News Fund Inc.   
DuAll Service Contractors, Inc.   
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen 

Foundation   
Gannett Foundation, Inc.   
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation   
John S. & James L. Knight 

Foundation   
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation Advised Fund   
Mark Dayton for a Better Minnesota   
McDonald's Regional Office   
Microgrants   
Minneapolis Foundation   
Minnesota Community Foundation   
Minnesota Newspaper Association   
Minnesota Public Radio   
MTI Partnership   
Padilla Speer Beardsley Inc   
Peregrine Capital Management Inc.

Fund   
Peregrine Capital Management   
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Upper Midwest   
Saint Paul Foundation   
Saint Paul RiverFront Corporation   
Shandwick Minneapolis   
Special School District #1   
Spensa Development Group LLC   
Television Generation, Inc.   
The Ekdahl Hutchinson Family Fund   
The Star Tribune Company   
Tunheim Partners Inc   
Walter and Leona Schmitt Family
Foundation   
Washburn Child Guidance Center   
WCCO-TV

In-kind donors to ThreeSixty 
Journalism, July 1, 2010-June 30,
2011
University of St. Thomas
Finance & Commerce 
Jim Gehrz
Hotel Ivy
Minnesota Twins
Haskell's
ESPN
St. Paul Pioneer Press
Star Tribune
WCCO-TV
MSP Communications

2010 Event Sponsors
Comcast
Mall of America
Hazelden Foundation
Cub Foods
Xcel Energy

BOB FRANKLIN
Volunteer

In a diverse and chaotic
classroom of Roosevelt High
School, Bob Franklin appears
to have nothing in common
with the sixteen year-olds
around him. His white hair
and wiry frame, newsroom
jargon and professional atti-

tude set him apart, but what really stands out is his im-
mediate connection with the students. He treats each
with respect and great expectation, and they are drawn
to his contagious enthusiasm and unapologetic com-
mitment to news. 

Bob has retired from his professional career—

which included 40 years with the Star Tribune (formerly
the Minneapolis Tribune) and 24 years of teaching jour-
nalism at the University of St. Thomas—but he remains
engaged with education and print media through his
volunteer work with ThreeSixty Journalism. 

Both at Edison and Roosevelt High School, Bob has
dedicated multiple days a week to tutoring students and
supporting teachers as they pilot new journalism
classes. He loves working with kids, and invests in
ThreeSixty Journalism to “give kids a taste of journalism
they may not get otherwise, and to open new doors for
rewarding careers.”

Bob has raised two adult children and lives on Lake
Independence with his wife of 45 years, Norma-Jean.
Although he is easily ThreeSixty Journalism’s most ac-
tive volunteer, Bob humbly explains his engagement
saying, “I simply love teaching. I just love it.”

KAREN BOROS
Donor

Karen Boros supports indi-
vidual and community invest-
ment in journalism, and has
spent a career proving her
dedication. After graduating
from the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign with a
degree in Marketing, Karen

was hired in advertising at the Chicago Daily News and
Sun Times, and later served as a Political Reporter at
WCCO-TV, correspondent for CBS News, State Capitol

Reporter for Minnesota Public Radio, and reporter and
producer for Twin Cities Public Television. 

Karen also taught Journalism at the University of
St. Thomas, and currently writes for MinnPost. Through-
out her career, Karen has witnessed the value of diver-
sity in the newsroom, and sees youth engagement and
the cultivation of new perspectives as the “key to keep-
ing journalism relevant.” 

For these reasons, Karen has been a long-time
supporter of ThreeSixty Journalism. She continues to
invest in the integrity and growth of journalism through
her work as a donor and volunteer.

Volunteers
With a full-time staff of two people, ThreeSixty

Journalism relies heavily on the support and service
of volunteers. Volunteers bring unique talents and
new perspectives to our work and have helped with
both administrative and educational tasks. 

As ThreeSixty Journalism continues to grow and
plan for the future, we are evaluating the effective-
ness and sustainability of our volunteer program to
best serve our students and community. 

We are currently researching best practices for
volunteer management and updating our volunteer
handbook and database tracking system. This is a
great opportunity to tap the diverse skills of our sup-
porters, and we welcome your input and assistance. 

If you feel that you could help our organization
with any part of this process–from writing handbook
policies to managing a database or assessing im-
pact–we welcome your volunteer service. 

To share your gifts and help build capacity and

the sustainability of our volunteer programming,
please contact Volunteer Coordinator Laura Linder-
Scholer at (651) 962-8225 or by email at laura.lin-
derscholer@stthomas.edu.

Volunteering by the numbers
Volunteers between July 2010 and June 2011

84 volunteers
1,008 hours
12 hours average service

Volunteer roles:
Coach student journalists
Judge student essays
Proofread content
Help at fundraisers
Serve on advisory panels 
Speak in high schools
Assist in classrooms
Teach at summer camps
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THREESIXTY JOURNALISM’S MISSION

ThreeSixty Journalism is committed to bringing diverse voices into journalism and related
professions and to using intense, personal instruction in the craft and principles of journal-
ism to strengthen the civic literacy, writing skills and college-readiness of Minnesota teens.

THREESIXTY JOURNALISM STAFF

Lynda McDonnell, executive director
Annie Nelson, editor
Andrea Salazar, AmeriCorps VISTA marketing coordinator
Laura Linder-Scholer, AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer coordinator
Ka Bao Yang, student assistant

THREESIXTY JOURNALISM BOARD OF ADVISERS

Brian Bellmont – Bellmont Partners Public Relations
Sue Campbell – MSP Publications
Amy Hang – Consultant, ThreeSixty Journalism alumna
Denise Johnson-Oliver – Star Tribune
Dr. Dina Gavrilos – University of St. Thomas
Dr. Kristie Bunton – University of St. Thomas
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